Have faith in you

Tulip shares her experience to inspire

female students

S'IM'I' CORRESPONDENT

ﬁ'!lat-ll room of Scholastica was abuzz
with exciternent as students were wait-
ing yesterday to meet Bangladesh-

origin British lawmaker Tulip Siddig. a ,

formerswudent of the school.

More than 200 female students
from nine schools gathered there to
hear from her.

Then with a big smile on her face,
Tulip, granddaughter of,

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu]ibur !

Rahman, walked in. She shared with
them her thoughts and advised them
on how they should pursue the career
oftheir choice.

The event titled “Inspiring
Women®, first of its kind in
Bangladesh, was hosted by the private
school’in Dhaka, and supported by
Tulip and her husband Christian

Modelled on a long-munning cam-
paign in the UK, the programme
brought together some successful
women from different sectors to talk to
the female students to broaden their
horizons and inspire them. -

"I knew it from my childhood that [
would join politics, become an MP. But
you need not do politics.

~ "Do whatever you like to do. Be
focused on your career and study the
subject you like, " Tulip said.

In the UK, Inspiring Women cam-
paign is part of the broader *Inspiring
the Future® service that aims to
empower schools to coordinate volun-
tegring opportunities for boys and girls
ofall ages and backgrounds.

The campaign reaches out to stu-
dents of different countries and holds
discussions - with young girls about
mrg_er. aspirations and choice, Tulip
o '

In Bangladesh, the prime minister,
Speaker of the parliament, and opposi-
tion leader of the House are all
women, but Britain has men in all
those positions, she said, telling the
female students that they too could
become one of them in Bangladesh,

"For that you have to have faith in
you,” said Tulip, a niece of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. :

After the brief speech, she attended
a press conference accompanied by her
husband and Madiha Murshed, man-
agingdirector of Scholastica.

Asked if she wants to do politics in
Bangladesh, she said, “It is not possi-
ble to say what will happen in future

and whether I'll return. ]havebamnul

a lawmaker a few months ago and let's
seewhatI'll do.”

Then she added, “If you want to
help, you can do that from anywhere
in the world. I can help Bangladesh
from Britain.* :

Regarding child marriage in
Bangladesh, the British MP said
enforcement of relevant laws was
necessary 1o stop it. "Our country will
not develop much unless we Edl.lﬂ.t!

ourgirls.”

Asked about her doing politics,
Tulip said she had grown up hearing
stories of her matemnal grandfather, his
work andthe 1971 Liberation War.

Besides, she heard her mother and
aunty talking about welfare of the
people of Bangladesh.

"I do politics to help people,” sIu!
said.

Dubbing her aunty Sheikh H,aﬂna
as her role model, she said the Speaker
of the parl
the first Bangladeshi to climb seven
summits in the world, were also inspir-
ing women for her.

Tulip also shared the challenges she
had faced during the elections in the
UK in May.

Even some Bangalis in the UK had
campaigned that if she won she would
speak about the Awami uﬂgue only,
shegaid. -~ -

About the female “leadership in
Bangladesh, she said it did not matter

luherwhﬂherammvmmlmgﬂ'u.

country or a woman,

“What is more imponant (o mé is
whether the person loves the
wm'ksfmﬂnpnnrmdukesﬁtl:ﬂm
try forward.”

iameht and Wasfia Mazreen, |

She said she envisaged apmspgmua :

Bangladesh in future.

Bangladesh has already been
known as an emerging economy, she
said, adding "I want Bangladesh to do
better.”
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